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58 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 

As I have just said, the first quatrain of the sonnet to Elizabeth 
Percy is really charming: 

Dawn in a northern vale wild flowrets grew, 
And lent new sweetness to the summer gale; 
The Muse there found them all remote from view, 
Obscur'd with weeds, and scattered o'er the dale. 

Were the whole poem of equal quality, Percy would be a more 
important sonneteer, but to have written always so, he must have 
been a poet as well as an antiquarian, and he must have looked 
with less condescension on the beauties of old poetry. The truth 
is, of course, that he had no originality of any sort ; he was only a 
sensitive barometer of the literary tendencies of his time. By 
happy accident and the insistence of friends he gave a tremendous 
impetus to romantic poetry, but he was incapable of responding 
creatively to the poetic inspiration he helped to bring to others. 

Clarissa Rinaker. 

University of Illinois. 



A Correction 



My article on " The Authorship of MacFlecknoe," in Mod. Lang. 
Notes, xxxiii, 449, misstates the number of lines in the Satyrs 
upon the Jesuits. The error does not invalidate the argument, 
but I take occasion here to correct it. The number of lines in the 
Satyrs upon the Jesuits, exclusive of the Prologue, is 1650, not 
1034; and the total number of lines in Oldham exclusive of the 
Pindarics is 7251, not 6635. Accordingly, ' 12 ' in the last line of 
the text on p. 455 should be %' and in Note 8 < 34 ' should be ' 37 ' 
and '18' should be '28.' In Note 4, also, '1100' should be 
' 1716.' The rest of the note, however, holds after this correction, 
as does the argument as a whole. jj jr b elden 

University of Missouri. 



BRIEF MENTION 



Edward Young's Conjectures on Original Composition. Edited 
by Edith J. Morley (Modern Language Texts: English Series; 
General Editor, W. P. Ker. Manchester, At the University Press ; 
London and New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1918). The pur- 
pose of an incidental reference in this periodical (MLN, xxxn, 
189) was to minimize the tendency to neglect this essay in discus- 
sions of essential principles of literary style and authorship. It 
was not known then (March, 1917) that another edition of the 
Conjectures was so soon to follow Professor Brandl's of 1903 
(Jahrbuch der deut. Shahespeare-Gesellschaft, xxxix) ; but Dr. 
Steinke's edition (1917) was already in the press, and as promptly 



